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701 East Carson Street

Report to Mayor and City Council
Tuesday, January 19, 2016

Discussion

SUBJECT:

CONSIDER STATUS REPORT ON THE REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL
BOARD ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATION AND CARSON DECLARATION OF THE
EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY WITHIN THE CAROUSEL TRACT (CITY
COUNCIL)

I. SUMMARY

This item is on the agenda to provide updates at all regularly scheduled City Council
meetings related to the environmental investigation of the Carousel Tract. The
remediation project is moving into the implementation phase, in coordination with
the California Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board).

II. RECOMMENDATION

CONSIDER and DISCUSS.

III. ALTERNATIVES

TAKE such other action the City Council deems appropriate that is consistent with
the requirements of law.

IV. BACKGROUND

History

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles (Regional Board)
is the lead agency overseeing the environmental investigation and cleanup of the
Carousel Tract. The Regional Board issued a Cleanup and Abatement Order No.
R4-2011-0046 (CAO) on March 11, 2011 requiring Shell Oil Products US to
investigate and clean up discharges of waste in soil and groundwater at the
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investigate and clean up discharges of waste in soil and groundwater at the
Carousel Tract site.

Recent Events

On January 7, 2016, the Regional Board sent a letter to Mr. Douglas J. Weimer,
Shell Oil Products US (Exhibit No. 1) that is summarized as follows:

Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R4-2011-0046 (CAO), as amended, requires the
responsible parties to submit and implement a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) for the
former Kast Property Tank Farm (Carousel Tract). Shell was required to submit the
first set of Property Specific Remediation Plans (PSRPs) on January 2, 2016. On
December 21, 2015, the Regional Board received a letter prepared by AECOM on
behalf of Shell Oil Products US, requesting an eight week extension for submission
of property-specific remediation plans for remedial action plan (RAP)
implementation cluster no. 1, extending the due date to February 26, 2016.

The extension request identified more time was needed to prepare the PSRPs for
the first cluster of homes to be remediated due to:

1. the uncertainty of the anticipated time for review and approval of the
geotechnical report by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
(LACDPW) and Geotechnical Materials Engineering Division (GMED);

2. time needed for residents to see the Sub-Slab Depressurization (SSD)
Systems demonstration at the Marbella property and to decide if they want
one installed at their property and

3. the need for a second round of meetings necessary to prepare the
excavation design for each property.

The Regional Board reviewed and approved the request for extension for submittal
of the PSRPs for the first cluster of homes to February 26, 2016.

On January 11, 2016, the Regional Board sent two letters to Mr. Douglas J.
Weimer, Shell Oil Products US (Exhibit Nos. 2 & 3) that are summarized as follows:

The Regional Board received and reviewed the document titled Final Interim
Residential Sampling Report for the home located at 370 East 248th Street, Carson,
California, dated December 17, 2015, prepared by AECOM on behalf of Shell. The
work completed consisted of collecting sub-slab soil vapor samples from all three
existing probes at the property and collecting indoor and outdoor air samples at the
house.  The findings are as follows:

· Methane was not detected in indoor/outdoor air, or sub-slab soil vapor
samples during any sampling event at this home;

· Data from 36 previous surface and sub-surface soil samples zero (0) to
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· Data from 36 previous surface and sub-surface soil samples zero (0) to
ten (10) feet below ground surface collected from seven (7) soil borings in the
front and back yards indicate that the cancer risk index is 8.4x10-7 and the
non-cancer hazard index is 1.2. The total petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH) non-
cancer hazard index is 1.1.

Since the non-cancer hazard index is greater than one (1) for surface and sub-
surface soil samples Shell is directed to advise residents to minimize contact with
exposed soil in their yards and minimize disturbance of sub-surface soil as a
precautionary measure.

The second letter sent to Shell was for the home located at 24412 Neptune Avenue.
The findings are as follows:

· Methane was detected in the front yard sub-slab soil vapor probe sample
at a concentration of 0.00027 mol% during this sampling event at this home;

· Data from 32 surface and sub-surface soil samples (0 to 5 feet below
ground surface), collected from 9 soil borings in the front and back yards,
indicate that the cancer risk index is 3.1 x 10-7 and the non-cancer hazard
index is 2.2. Thallium is the primary contributor with a non-cancer hazard of
1.4.

· Sub-slab soil data from one indoor and two outdoor sub-slab soil vapor
probe samples indicate that the cancer risk index is 5.3 x 10-7 and the non-
cancer hazard index is 0.018.

Since the non-cancer index for thallium is greater than one (1) for surface and sub-
surface soil samples, Shell is directed to advise residents to minimize contact with
exposed soil in their yards and minimize disturbance of sub-surface soil as a
precautionary measure.

Residential Sampling Activity
Testing of property in the Carousel Tract is continuing and the latest reports are
posted on the Regional Board’s website at:

http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=T10000000228

As of March 10, 2015, the completed Residential Sampling Activity is as follows:

· 272 homes have been screened for Methane. (95%)

· 273 homes have had soils sampled and vapor probes installed.  (96%)

· 273 homes have had vapor probes sampled.  (95%)

· 261 homes have had indoor air sampled.  (91%)

nd
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· 244 of 261 homes have had their 2nd round of indoor air sampling.  (94%)

· 86% of total homes in the Carousel Community have had second round of
Indoor Air conducted

Timeline of Activities

A general timeline that tracks past and current activities of the Carousel Tract
environmental investigation is included in the attachments (Exhibit No. 4).

For additional information regarding the Carousel community can be found at the
following link:
<http://ci.carson.ca.us/department/communitydevelopment/carouseltract.asp>.

V. FISCAL IMPACT

None.

VI. EXHIBITS

1. Regional Board letter to Shell dated January 7, 2016.  (pgs. 5-8)

2. Regional Board letter to Shell dated January 11, 2016 for 370 East 248th Street.
(pgs. 9-11)

3. Regional Board letter to Shell dated January 11, 2016 for 24412 Neptune
Avenue. (pgs. 12-14)

4. Carousel Tract Environmental Investigation Timeline.  (pgs. 15-23)

Prepared by: Zak Gonzalez II, Associate Planner, Planning Division

CITY OF CARSON Printed on 1/27/2016Page 4 of 4

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


5

sfaagata
Typewritten Text
EXHIBIT NO. 1



6



7



8



9

sfaagata
Typewritten Text
EXHIBIT NO. 2



10



11



12

sfaagata
Typewritten Text
EXHIBIT NO. 3



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23


	1-19-16 Carousel Tract
	Exhibit No. 1 - Board Letter to Shell 1-7-16
	Exhibit No. 2 - Board Letter to Shell 1-11-16 for 370 E 248th St
	Exhibit No. 3 - Board Letter to Shell 1-11-16 for 24412 Neptune
	Exhibit No. 4 - Timeline



